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A-Frame Shelter Building Quick-Reference Guide

Illustrated step-by-step guide for A-frame tarp shelter construction with tropical modifications, tarp tie-offs, knot references,
and shelter location checklist.

A-frame tarp shelters are one of the fastest and most reliable emergency shelter designs for tropical environments. They provide rain protection, airflow, and rapid
setup using minimal equipment.

1. Shelter Site Selection Checklist

Done Site Selection Rule

u Choose elevated ground away from floodwater

[ ] Avoid dead branches and unstable trees

[ ] Stay away from riverbanks during monsoon season
u Use natural windbreaks if possible

[ ] Inspect for insects, ants, or animal trails

[ ] Avoid low areas where water pools

2. A-Frame Shelter Setup Step 1

KNOTS FOR A-FRAME TENTS
\

Prepare ridgeline between two stable anchor points using strong cordage.



3. A-Frame Shelter Setup Step 2

1, RUNNING BOWLINE 2, TAUTLINE HITCH

Uses: Tie first side of ridgelineto ~ Uses: Tie out ridgeline or attach
tree (horizontal riogeline setups). ~ guylines to stakes. Slide knot to
adjust rope tension.

Drape tarp evenly over ridgeline and align both sides symmetrically.

4. A-Frame Shelter Setup Step 3

3, PRUSSIK KNOT 4, BOWLINE

Uses: Spread and tensiontarpon~ Uses: Attach guylines to tarp loops
horizontal ridgeline. Or grommets,

Stake corners tightly to ground to improve rain runoff and wind resistance.

5. A-Frame Shelter Setup Step 4



5. CLOVE HITCH 6. CLOVE HITCH OVER STAKE

Uses: Attach guylinestotarpwith ~ Uses: Tie guyline around stake
toggle stick (for quick-release), (but can't adjust tension like with tautline hitch),

6. A-Frame Shelter Setup Step 5

1. FISHERMAN'S BEND SHEET BEND

Uses: Attach two pieces of ropeto ~ Uses: Tarp with broken grommet,
make one Ionger rope. Can also use tautline around pebble (shown right)

Adjust tarp angles lower during heavy rain or monsoon conditions.

Inspect completed shelter, drainage direction, and sleeping area dryness.
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7. Tarp Tie-Off & Knot Reference

Bowline Creates fixed loop for ridgeline
Taut-Line Hitch Adjustable tension for tarp corners
Clove Hitch Quick attachment to poles or trees
Truckers Hitch Creates high-tension ridgeline

8. Tropical Shelter Modifications

Heavy Rain Lower tarp angle and improve drainage
High Humidity Increase ventilation airflow

Strong Wind Reduce tarp height and tighten guy lines
Flood Risk Use elevated ground and sleeping platform
Mosquitoes Add mosquito netting or repellent

9. Shelter Building Gear Checklist

[ Tarp or shelter sheet

[ ] Paracord / rope

[ ] Tent pegs or stakes

[ Knife or multitool

[ ] Mosquito net

[ ] Groundsheet or sleeping mat
[ ] Dry bags

[ ] Headlamp or flashlight

Practice shelter setup before emergencies. Familiarity with tarp setup, ridgeline tension, and tropical weather adaptation improves survival, speed, and comfort during real-world evacuations or
outdoor emergencies.



